(UR NATIVE grasses have often béen overlooked as landscaping
plants because most people aren't familiar with the graceful beauty of
grasses. Here are brief descriptions of these plants to acquaint you with
the sizes, shapes and colors. Unless noted, most are prairie grasses that
grow in clumps, full sun and a wid::'mg: of soils--good Miﬂks
for landscaping.

Plant taller grasses for a dramatic accent or in large meadow
plantings. Shorter grasses are-good backdrops to set off perennials in
flower beds or work well in smaller meadow plantings. In winter, the
warm reds, oranges and golds of native grasses become intensified
when wet. | '/




BIG BLUESTEM (Andropogon
gerardii) is 3 dramatie 3-8 foot
tall, elump-forming grass which
grows in a wide range of soils.
In mad-August, big bee produces
its distinctive three-paned sood
heads which resemble a turkey's
foot; its other name. The bluish
to purplish stems wrn an
artractive reddish-copper color
afier frost. Big bluestem
oecasionally topples in winger.

LITTLE BLUESTEM
(Schizachyrium scoparium) i the
modt whdely paed grass for
landscaping wildflower beds and
meadows, because it will not
overshadow the wildflowers. The
e 10 groen leaves xnd stems of
the 2-4 foot grass turn the deepest
russer of all the nathves. This
color, accented by silvery white
sead heads in fall, is
unforgenable,

INDIAN GRASS (Sorghastrum
nutans) is ancther wall prairie
grass growing 5 to 7 feet. lis
distinction is a large golden silky
plume which follows yellow
flowers in late summer. Indian

grass turns golden in fall,

PRAIRIE DROPSEED
{Sporobolus heterolepis) with its
arching fine beaves can be thought
of as a ministure fountain grass.
This grass is considered by many
as the most handsome of the
prairie grasses. The seed heads,
filled with small round seeds, are
on 2 w4 long stalks, Winter
calor s light tan.
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BROOMSEDGE {Androprpon
virginicws) and ELLIOTT S
BROOMSEDGE {Andropogon
eliborl) are compact grasses
growing 2 w 3 feet @il tat hon
arange in fall and remain sianding
throughout ihe winser.
Broomsedge 18 commonly seen in
abandaned fialds, The leaves of
Ellion’s broomsedge around ihe
seed heads are wider than those of

bronmsedge. Bath peefer acid soil.

SPLITBEARD BLUESTEM
{Andropepon rernarig) during the
summer looks very much like
broomsedpe, but in fall mrns 2 rich
russet which remains colorful
throuigh winter ke litthe bloestem,
The Auffy sitver seed heads ane
scatiered over the lengih of each
stem and muake this an outssanding
ornamental grass.

SWITCH GRASS [ Panicum
wirgaamm) ks another of the major
prairés grasses and turms golden
yellow in the fall. It is the most
resistant of the naiive grasses o ice
and spow, When purchasing
switch prass, choose the natve
rather than the mare aggressive
cultivated varisties such as cave-in-
rock, Kanlow or Blackwell. Mative
wwileh grass prows 2 to 3 feet with
large bocse seod heads. Switch
grass fypically growsd in weter
goils, but is found in all bat the
driesi of soils.
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EASTERN GAMA (Tripascum
dactylaides) plants form large
circles with broad feaves. When
planied cloge together, eastern
Eama makes an impressive hedge
of scroen. I unusanl seed heads
look like a primitive sort of corm,
The large seeds are atop of 4 to
% feet stalks, This grass tums an
orange-pink in the fall. The
foliage “melts” down forming
small bummocks over winber.

PRAIRIE CORD GRASS
(Sparting prciirata) is the
dominami grass of wet prairies
and sloughs. Its gracefully
arching leaves turn bright yellow
in fall. Wnlike other clump-
forming mative grasses, cord grass
spreads aggressively by rhizromes
. and is best used to stabilize pond

CANADA WILD RYE (Elymus
canadensis), VIRGINIA WILD
EYE (Eymur virginicns) and
BOTTLEBRUSH GRASS
{Elymur kystrit) are cool season
Erasses that green up early in
spring and remsin green in all but
the driest of summers. The
curving, drooping seed heads of
wild rye resembile cultivased rye.
Bottlebrash grass seed heads look
Just like a stiff bostlebnzsh. Al
grow in shade o fall sun and mrm
whitish-tan in winter.

RIVER OATS (Chanmamthim
darifolium) grows 2-3 feet tall
with clusiers of stiraciive,
fMattemed seed heads that ane
wonderful in dried arrangements.
It grows in shade io pan sun and
has wiry rhizomstous roots that
make it ideal for streamside
planting a5 well a5 in flowerbeds,
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WHEN selecting grasses
for landscaping, avoid
using such invasive exotic
grasses as reed canary
grass (Phalaris
arundinacea), Caucasian
or Australian bluestem
(Bothrichloa bladhii),
Johnsongrass (Sorgham
halpense), rall fescue
(Festuca elatior) or quack

grass (Elymus repens).

MISSOURI DEFARTMENT OF
CONSERVATION

SIDEQATS GRAMA (Boureloua
curtipendula) and BLUE
GRAMA (Bowreloua gracilis) are
shorter grasses to consider for
meadow plantings. Sidecats
grama has attractive seed stalks
with oat-like seeds that hang to
one side of the stem. Blue grama
seed stalks have 1 to 3 curved
spikes.

BUFFALO GRASS (Buchloe
dactyloides) is currently enjoying
a revival as a lawn grass.
Researchers are developing new
varieties of this short, sod-
forming grass to fit a wider range
of conditions. Buffalo grass is a
warm-season grass that requires
less maintenance than the
traditional cool season lawn
grasses.



